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SUBJECT: U.S. VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER BIJEDIC 

REF : BELGRADE 0486, STATE 22608 

1. AT NOON MEETING TODAY WITH BIJEDIC, I CONVEYED PRESIDENT'S 
INVITATION TO VISIT WASHINGTON MARCH 19 AND SPOKE AS INSTRUCTED 
REFTEL. BIJEDIC SAID HE DEEPLY APPRECIATIVE OF 

PRESIDENT'S INVITATION LOOKED FORWARD VERY MUCH TO VISITING THE 
US, BUT, REGRETTABLY, SUGGESTED DATES IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM - 
PRINCIPAL REASON BEING THAT HE COMMITTED TO HOST PALME OF 
SWEDEN MARCH 16-18. BIJEDIC SAID HE WOULD CONSULT WITH MINIC 
AND OTHERS OF LEADERSHIP ON ALTERNATIVE DATES WHEN HE WOULD 
BE AVAILABLE AND BE IN TOUCH WITH ME WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. HE 
RECOGNIZED PROBLEM POSED BY TREMENDOUS DEMANDS ON 
PRESIDENT'S TIME BUD DID HOPE IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO AGREE 
ON MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE DATE THIS SPRING. 
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